Unitas - The Catholic League – www.unitas.org.uk
was founded in 1913 to work for the unity of Christians in the Catholic faith with the See of Peter at Rome. Originally an Anglican group, it actually built on joint Anglican-Catholic-Orthodox initiatives in the 19th century. Nowadays it is ecumenical, promoting spiritual ecumenism and fellowship among Anglicans, Roman Catholics and other Christians through pilgrimage, evangelism, prayer, mutual understanding and deepening of Catholic belief and spirituality.

Father Peter Geldard
Father Peter is well known to members of the League as a leading figure in the General Synod of the Church of England from the 1970s to the 1990s, also for a time General Secretary of the Church Union, with all its history of early ecumenical links between Anglicans and Catholics, and its constant witness to orthodox Christianity for the sake of the unity of Christ’s Church. Now Catholic chaplain to the University of Kent, we are delighted he has agreed to share his thoughts and experience on our pilgrimage in the year after the publication of Anglicanorum Coetibus, and all that that will mean for Christian Unity in our country, and as England awaits the visit of the Holy Father Pope Benedict on his own pilgrimage to beatify one of the English Church’s greatest sons, Cardinal John Henry Newman, someone who is genuinely shared by Catholics and Anglicans alike.

Sister Teresa Burke
Sister Teresa has joined us for a number of years on our visits to Bruges. An indefatigable worker in the cause of Christian Unity, she is not only a keen and faithful observer of the ecumenical movement and the Catholic Church’s role in it, she is a highly regarded enabler and teacher, responsible for the ecumenical formation of generations of theology students and future priests. We are delighted she will be leading us on our devotional preparations for our pilgrimages to the Holy Blood and to our Lady of the Vine.
THE

BEGUINAGE in Bruges

An ecumenical pilgrimage to Bruges with the Catholic League

From Thursday 2nd September

to Monday 6th September  2010
Staying with the Benedictine Daughters of the Church

in their Priory of the Vineyard at the Begijnhof.

Speaker: Father Peter Geldard

Chaplain to the University of Kent 

Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark
Pilgrimage Devotions: Sister Teresa Burke SP
Secretary of the Ecumenical Commission 

Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Birmingham
With RC, Byzantine & Anglican Masses, talks & discussions,

a chance to meet and worship with the Sisters and

time to visit the sights of Brugge, Belgium

This Pilgrimage is arranged by Unitas - the Catholic League for the Unity of Christians so that Christians praying for unity through the Catholic faith can live some of the reality in the wonderful city of Brugge. There is no requirement to be a member to join the group. 

The Benedictine Sisters

This congregation is known as Daughters of the Church and was founded in 1922 to continue the old traditions of the Beguinage (Begijnhof – Flemish for Garden of the Beguines, mediaeval contemplatives) and to live the Rule of St Benedict in the modern age. In addition to daily offices and mass, the sisters receive guests, run a centre for liturgy, undertake pastoral work and work for Unity.
Brugge - Bruges
Brugge, the ‘Venice of the North’, is a city of dams and bridges (hence the name) over rivers and canals, which formed one of the most important ports of the Middle Ages. Its religious heart is the Basilica of the Holy Blood, a famous relic of Christ's Passion. Bruges boasts splendid buildings and churches (Our Lady's houses the Michelangelo Madonna), the renowned three towers, and world-class art galleries.
The Priory at the Beguinage

The Priory is about ten minutes walk from the railway station and the same from the centre of town. Beside the monastery, in charming Beguine houses, there is space for 25 guests. The church is across the central green and all the services with the sisters take place in choir. Guests are encouraged to join in the singing of the Gregorian chant.

Accommodation & Meals

Accommodation is in single or twin rooms on either the first or second floor. There is no lift and all will have to go up at least one set of stairs. You need to say if a first floor room is needed. The Pilgrimage is on full board terms from Thursday evening until after lunch on Monday. The meals are good, and continental in style.
Programme

There is a Roman Catholic Eucharist each day. On Sunday, this will be a Solemn Mass, at which non-Roman Catholics will be able to make their communion. On other days there will be opportunity for the Anglican Eucharist. We will make a Pilgrimage visit to the Basilica of the Holy Blood on Friday. The afternoons and Saturday will be free to visit Brugge and beyond. It is important to remember that the gate to the Beguinage is locked at 6.30pm and we have to be inside by then! This has not proved a problem in the past as a full evening programme is arranged.
Travel to and from Brugge

Travel to Brugge is your own responsibility and not included in the cost. The options include
· Eurostar from St Pancras, Ebbsfleet or Ashford to Bruxelles Midi and then a train to Bruges (book online at www.eurostar.co.uk or at St Pancras) – flat price for anywhere in Belgium, so no need for an extra ticket onward.
· Private car by Euroshuttle or Ferry/Catamaran (Ramsgate to Oostende, Dover to Calais or Dunkerque).

Parking is not available in the Begijnhof and is no longer possible in the street without a permit. But it is possible to drive into the Begijnhof to load and unload. Nearest car park: Ibis Hotel,  Katelijnestraat. Those arriving by train may want a taxi from the station - it is a long walk with heavy bags or if you need to walk slowly.
Insurance

You are responsible for your own travel insurance. The League accepts no liability for any part of the pilgrimage which is made entirely at your own risk. You should also obtain Form E111 and the new NHS European Health Insurance Card from your Post Office.
Cost

The cost including full board at the Priory from dinner on Thursday to lunch on Monday will be €190. This is payable IN EUROS on arrival at the Priory. Any meals taken outside the convent are not included. Full payment is not required before arrival - there are numerous cash machines in the city.
How to book

Bookings should be made to the Pilgrimage Administrator: Fr Mark Woodruff, 26 Daysbrook Road, LONDON SW2 3TD. Tel. 020 8678 8195. Mobile 07710 024505. Email markwoodruff@btinternet.com. It is essential that you return the enclosed form to guarantee your place. I will not accept verbal bookings or bookings through third parties without the signed form. 
